Questionnaire: What would Grandma say?

Interviewee’s age: ______________
m O    / f O

Topic 1: Fashion/Clothes

· What were your everyday clothes like?

· What changed according to various occasions?

· What did you wear to school?

· Was there any clothing item that you would never have been allowed to wear? 

· How did you get new clothes (sew them yourself, buy them, handed down)?

· Was there any peer pressure in terms of clothes/style?

· Did you get in trouble with your parents because of your clothes? Could you express rebelliousness via clothing?

· How would you judge the clothing style of today’s younger generation?

Topic 2: Dating

· When, where and how did you meet your spouse/your partner?

· What was your first date like?

· How did you communicate? (letters…?)

· When did you present your significant other to your parents?

· How soon did the wedding take place?

· What’s your opinion on online dating?

Topic 3: Leisure time activities

· How much time did you have for yourself? How much of that time was defined by family life?

· What could you do in your free time?

· What were your hobbies?

· Where did you go to meet friends?

· Were you allowed to spend a night out with friends? If yes, what did you do?

· What kind of music did you listen to?

Topic 4: Education/School

· How many years of school did you complete? What kind of school was it?

· What kind of degree did you aim for?

· Which subjects were taught at your school? What was your favourite (most hated) subject?

· How would your assess your school years in retrospect?

Topic 5: Family

· Describe your family structure. How many people were there living under the same roof?

· What were the tasks/chores assigned to the different family members?
· How would you describe your family life back then (mood etc).?

· Were there any special festivities?

· What was different from today’s family life?

· How would you assess your family life in retrospect?

Topic 6: Living history

· Speaking of world history, which events did you witness when you were younger?

· Which political developments influenced you when you were young?

· Were there any famous role models?

· Were you raised in any particular church/faith? If yes, how important was it when you were young?

· Were you a member of a club etc?

· Were there any other important outside events that influenced your life?
